HAZRAT SALEH(ALAIHIS SALAAM) 


The people of the Thamud were those who remained with Hazrat Hood (A.S) after the destruction of the Aad.Their progeny was called “Aad-e- 
Thaania’. They were also called *Thamud-e-lram’. 


The Villages of the Thamud 

The villages of the Thamud were in Hijr(which covered the area between Hijaaz and Syria),and extended till a place called ‘Waadi-ul-Qura'. The 
ruins of their villages still exist. The most interesting aspect of their villages is that the houses were made by carving into the mountain.It seems 
as though the Thamud were skilled in building. 


The Era of the Thamud 


The correct era of the Thamud cannot be estimated.But it is certain that they lived prior to the era of Hazrat Ibrahim (A.S). 


The Religion of the Thamud 

Like their ancestors, the Thamud were also idol-worshippers, In order to guide them on to the straight path,Allah appointed a person from 
among them as a prophet. The prophet; Hazrat Saleh (A.S),had to teach them that everything in the universe denotes the unity of Allah.He had 
to remind them of the favours of Allah and teach them that only Allah is worthy of worship. 


ieeordiaa ib the eaNaieoHimen Sroeeuie) of the Qur'aan, the incidents of the previous nations and their prophets are mentioned for the 
guidance of mankind.So man may know that Allah, in order to prove the truthfulness of the prophets of the disbelieving nations, revealed certain 
miracles to these infidel communities. Those that persisted in disobedience after these miracles, were destroyed by divine chastisement. These 
miracles are mentioned as a moral to the present nations. 


The Camel of Allah Hazrat Saleh(A.S) continually advised his people to worship one Allah,but they obstinately continued their idol- 
worship.Although a small weak group accepted Islam, the leaders and influential people clung on to their false worship.Instead of being grateful 
for the bounties of Allah, they became increasingly ungrateful. They used to mock at Hazrat Saleh(A.S) saying: 
“If we were really worshipping false gods, refuting the truth and not on the true path, we could not have achieved our beautiful gardens and 
abundant wealth. Look at yourself and your poor followers, and decide for yourselves who are the accepted and beloved servants of Allah ?' 


Hazrat Saleh replied: 

“Don't brag about your luxury & comforts,and ridicule the messenger of Allah and His religion.If such is your pride and arrogance ,then 
everything will be destroyed in a moment.Not you nor your wealth will be remain. These are undoubtedly the favours of Allah, but on 
condition that you are grateful and worship Allah.But if these favours are treated with pride and vanity they will become a means of 
punishment.It is wrong to understand that all forms of luxury are fruits of divine pleasure.’ 

Thamud were confused that how could it be possible for a person from among them to be the prophet of Allah, and inform them of the 
commands of Allah. They replied in astonishment: 
"Were the advices of Allah revealed to him from among us’ (SAAD-8)" 


Meaning that if such was the case then they were more worthy of this honour than Hazrat Saleh(A.S). 
"The proud chieftains of his people said to those believers who were regarded as weak: 
‘Do you really believe that Saleh is a messenger from his lord ?' 
They replied: 
‘Indeed we believe in that which he has brought.’ 
Then the infidel people said: 
‘Verily we do not believe in that which you believe.’ 
(A'araaf-75-76)" 
The rebellious nation of Hazrat Saleh(A.S) refused to accept his invitation and requested a sign(miracle) from Allah. Then Hazrat Saleh (A.S) 
presented this request in the divine court.After his request had been accepted then he addressed his people: 
‘Your requested sign is present in the form of a camel. Beware if you harm the camel, then it will become the cause of destruction .Allah has 
ordained that you and the camel should use the water turn by turn; one day for yourselves and one day for the camel.’ 
The Qur'aan has called it “Naaka-tul-Allah'(the camel of Allah). So it may remind them that every creation is the possession of Allah.Because 
camel was specially sent as a sign of Allah, it was called “Naaka-tul-Allah' .The verse: 
"It is a sign for you" 
emphasises the special status of the camel. But the wretched people of the Thamud could not stand the camel. One day, through a conspiracy, 
they killed the “Naakqga-tul-Allah’. When Hazrat Saleh(A.S) found out he prophesied: 
“Oh people,you were so impatient, now await the punishment of Allah! After three days an inevitable punishment will destroy all of you.’ 


The signs of the punishment became evident the next morning. The first day their faces turned yellow like a person in the first stages of fear. On 
the second day their faces turned red like the second phase of a terrified person.On the third day their faces turned black like the final phase of 
a terrified person. Now only death remained. 


Thereafter the appointed hour approached. That night a terrible sound destroyed every person in whatever condition they were in. The qur'aan 
mentions this destructive sound as “SAA-IQA'(a thunderbolt); -RAJFA'(an earthquake or a convulsion) ; TAAGHIA'(a dreadful sound) and also 
= *“SEEHAA' (a scream).Whilst the infidels were being punished, Hazrat Saleh(A.S) and his followers were protected by Allah. 
ome Morals 
1.The sunnat* of Allah has remained such; that if Allah sends a prophet for the guidance of any nation,and the people do not obey,then it is not 
neccesary for them to be destroyed. But if any nation requests a miracle on condition that they will thereafter believe, then,if they do not 
believe, they will definitely be destroyed.And Allah will not forgive them. Either they repent and accept the religion of Allah or they are 
destroyed by divine punishment and become a moral for the future generations. 


2.It is an erroneous belief and deception of the base desires whoever enjoys luxuries,comforts and wordly eminence is in the divine shade,and 
these comforts are a sign of the pleasure of Allah. 


"THUS TAKE A MORAL, OH PEOPLE OF INSIGHT." 
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* But the message of Prophet Mohammed(S.A.W) is an exception to the rule ,oecause Nabi(S.A.W) has said: 
‘| have supplicated Allah that my Ummat(which is Ummat-e- Da'wat) should not be destroyed by a common punishment. 
And Allah accepted this prayer of mine.’ 
This is verified by the verse: 
" And Allah will not punish them while thou are among 
them .' (ANFAAL-33)" 


